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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
Board of Public Utilities 

44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor 
Post Office Box 350 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 
www.nj.gov/bpu/ 

 
 
        ENERGY 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF MARLBORO, MONMOUTH 
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING 
RENEWAL OF THE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
WITH NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER APPROVING RENEWAL  
OF FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
 
 
DOCKET NO. GE20030232 

 
Parties of Record: 
 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq., New Jersey Natural Gas Company 
 
BY THE BOARD: 
 
New Jersey Natural Gas (“NJNG” or “Company”), a regulated public utility subject to the 
jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”), is a corporation duly organized 
under the laws of the State of New Jersey engaged in the distribution and transportation of natural 
gas to approximately 530,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers located in 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, parts of Middlesex, Burlington, and Morris counties in New 
Jersey. 
 
NJNG currently provides natural gas service within the Township of Marlboro (“Township”) to 
9,120 residential customers and 880 commercial customers.  The Company’s franchise to use 
the streets within the Township for the provision of gas service expired on April 8, 2019.1  On April 
11, 2019, by Resolution No. 2019-146 (“Resolution”), the Township renewed NJNG’s franchise 
for a period of 50 years, and granted NJNG consent to lay, maintain, and operate gas facilities in 
the Township.  A copy of the Resolution is attached to this Order as Exhibit “A”.  By letter dated 
May 31, 2019, NJNG accepted and agreed to the terms and conditions of the Resolution 
consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-16.  Copies of the letter of acceptance and the hearing notice are 
attached to this Order as Exhibits “B” and “C”, respectively. 
 

                                            
1 The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term.  This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal actions 
it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law.  The Board 
has been assured that pending review of its petition, NJNG represents that it has continued to provide 
service to its customers within the Township in an uninterrupted manner. 
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On March 10, 2020, NJNG filed a petition with the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and 
N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5, seeking approval of the franchise renewal agreement granted by the Township.  
As required by law and after notice, a municipal consent hearing in this matter was held on August 
17, 2020.  Heather Weisband, Esq., the Board’s duly appointed hearing officer, presided over the 
hearing.  Appearances were made on behalf of the Company, the New Jersey Division of Rate 
Counsel (“Rate Counsel”) and Board Staff.  No other party participated in the hearing or filed any 
written comments with the Board related to this matter. 
 
At the hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits wiled with the Board, and presented 
the testimony of Joseph Puglisi, Supervising Engineer.  According to Mr. Puglisi’s testimony and 
discovery responses, NJNG anticipates growth in the Township over the next five (5) years of 
approximately 150 to 200 customers annually.  Mr. Puglisi also testified that the Company has 
the capacity to meet the anticipated level of growth within the municipality, and has no plans to 
change its gas distribution system within the Township. 
 
Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated October 2, 2020, indicated that is does 
not object to the Company’s petition since the Company represented that it has the capacity 
necessary to continue to provide natural gas service to the Township.  The term of the municipal 
consent related to the use of streets is limited to a term of 50 years.  However, Rate Counsel 
requested the approval of the petition include certain restrictions which are incorporated in this 
Order. 
 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 
 
After careful review and consideration of the petition and exhibits submitted in this matter, the 
Board HEREBY FINDS that the renewal of the franchise agreement granted to NJNG by the 
Township of Marlboro is necessary and proper for the public convenience, and properly serves 
the public interest, and that NJNG has the ability to continue to provide safe, adequate, and proper 
service.  The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the necessary experience, financial 
capability, capacity, and facilities in the Township to continue to provide adequate and appropriate 
service to its existing and future customers, and that the 50 year duration of the municipal consent 
to use the streets is consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15.  Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
48:2-14, HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to NJNG by the Township to continue to 
provide gas service, and for the continued use of its public streets for that purpose for a period of 
50 years. 
 
The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 
 

1. As required by N.J.S.A. 48:3-15, and limited by the Resolution, the municipal 
consent to construct, maintain and operate gas lines in the streets and other public 
places in the Township is limited to a term not exceeding 50 years. 

 
2. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes 

whatsoever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter 
to be owned by NJNG. 

 
3. This Order shall not affect, nor in any way limit, the exercise of the authority of this 

Board or of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to 
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or in 
any other matters affecting NJNG. 
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This Order shall be effective on November 28, 2020. 
 
DATED: November 18, 2020     BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

BY: 
 
 
 
 

____________________   
JOSEPH L. FIORDALISO 
PRESIDENT 

  
 
 
 
______________________      _____________________   
MARY-ANNA HOLDEN     DIANNE SOLOMON 
COMMISSIONER      COMMISSIONER 
 
 
 
 
______________________      ______________________  
UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA     ROBERT M. GORDON 
COMMISSIONER      COMMISSIONER 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: ______________________ 

AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH 
SECRETARY 
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SERVICE LIST 

 

 
 

 

Township of Marlboro: 
Alida Manco 
Municipal Clerk 
Township of Marlboro 
1979 Township Drive 
Marlboro, NJ 07746 
 
New Jersey Natural Gas Company: 
1415 Wyckoff Road 
Post Office Box 1464 
Wall, NJ 07719 
 
Mark G. Kahrer 
mkahrer@njng.com 
 
Andrew Dembia 
adembia@njng.com 
 
Division of Rate Counsel: 
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
Post Office Box 003 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0003 
 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director 
sbrand@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Felicia Thomas-Friel, Esq. 
fthomas@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Brian O. Lipman, Esq., Litigation Manager 
blipman@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Brian Weeks, Esq. 
bweeks@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Shelly Massey, Paralegal 
smassey@rpa.nj.gov 

NJ Board of Public Utilities: 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 
 
Aida Camacho-Welch 
Secretary of the Board 
Board.secretary@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Division of Energy 
 
Stacy Peterson, Director 
stacy.peterson@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Dean Taklif 
dean.taklif@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Counsel’s Office  
 
Heather Weisband, Esq.  
heather.weisband@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Division of Law: 
R.J. Hughes Justice Complex 
25 Market Street 
Post Office Box 112 
Trenton, N.J. 08625 
 
Pamela Owen, ASC 
pamela.owen@law.njoag.gov 
 
Terel Klein, DAG 
terel.klein@law.njoag.gov 
 
Michael Beck, DAG 
michael.beck@law.njoag.gov 
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Exhibit A: 
Resolution 
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I 

RESOLUTION# 20 9• 46 

I\ RESOL ION ,Atrl'lf0R.l7. G RBN'BWAL OP THE PRMCHISB 
AGRESM:eN'l' WITfl NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS C0.1PAb"Y 

WH REAS, ew ersey Natura Gaa Company h s heretotore been 

granted fr nchise and co sent to l~y. ma nt. n and opera~ gas 

Eacil t @a n he Town hip of Mar1boro 1 and 

WHBREAS, New Jersey 1'-lat.u~al Gas 

obtaining a tranehiae and consent 
con inue eerving the nrunicipality. 

Company 
o th 

is desirous of 
municipality o 

NOW, THEREPORE, BS IT R~SOLVBD, t c New Jer~ey N ural ~ae 
Company be and it i h reby authoriz d to lcly , ma ntain and 

oper: te its cond1uctors, mains, and pipes, oge her with t he 

appurtenattc he1:e to , in al.l the pull l c st ee s , al 1 ys, 

squares and public placea in this municipal ty which are under 

the control and jurisdiction oft.he Township of Marlboro for the 

• purpose of conduct. ng gas, including natural gaa, or any mixture 

of gases of va.riou.o typee and for the purpose o transmi t.ing 

and d scrib ting auch gae in this municipal_ y for a period of 

ifty (SO) years from the date her ot, upon the following _term 

and conditions: 

1. That New Jersey Natural Gas comp ny shall agree hat, in 

all caees · n whieh o reet op~ninga or excavations art! 

made o-r h pu.rpo es foresai that a permit. w· 1 be 

obta ned consistent with Chapter 326 of the l<unicipa 

Code o the Townal'lip of Marlboro entitled Str~ t:s and 

Sidewalks . ?urther, he pavement and aurface o~ tlle 

streets, alleys, squares or roadway shall be r s o ed 

pursuant. to the Township r qu·rement&; nd 

2. Th t New Jersey N tural Gas Company sha conduct the 

work o the laying o 111 intaining o gae pipes therein in 

a c:are ul and prudent rn nne r ; and 

J. That Nt!w Jero-ey Natural G s Company shall safeguard the 

public intereat in continuous and unint: rruptecl ee.rvice 

at and atte th expiratio o tbe term of the grant1 and 

4. Tha New Jer~ey Natura company shall 111a nta i n i a 

property n good order thro\1ghout the full term of the 

grant; and 

S. Tllat New ro y lllatl,i,ral Ga company ehall contin\iOusly 

affor<.i sllf , adequate and proper servictt t juet and 

reasonable r te!;J . 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, hat. hi fr nchi e cons n • upon 
approval of the B rd of Public Uti itie of he s ate of New 
Jersey, i;hall supersede the Resolution granted by the Township 
of Marlboro on April B, 1969 ; and 

BE I OR'MfB:R RBSOLV , that . ew Jers~y N tu.r l Gao Company 
ile wi h Che clerk of i:his muni<:1 ity ,.,.fthin sixty (60) 

from the d.ate hereof:, its ace p ance of the term~ and 
of the tranchise cOT1Bent herein granted and its 

to be bound by the terms and provision thereo; a.nd 

BE IT FURTHER ,!tESOLVBD, th t t !u so uti.on sha not 
become eff ctive 1.ml es~ and unt 1 it is approved by the Soard of 
Publ c Utilit i s of the State of New Jersey , 

OFJl'tfRBD y l 4 

SECONDSD BY, MSTZGBR NAYS, 

ABSENT: 

0 

SCALEA 

ALIDA MANCO, 
MUNICIPAL CLERl< 
4/11/2019 

QERTIF1QA'.D0H 

I hereby certlfy the above ID be a 1JUo 
end 8JC8ct copy of a R olutlon adOp Cid 
by the Town.&hlp Council Of 1fl Township 
of Mlulboro at a mM11n; heto on If-11 • a/lU. , 
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Exhibit B: 
Letter of Acceptance  
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A# New Jersey 
6_@:W Natural Gas 

VIA FEDERAL E PR ' 

M.~. Jida Manc.o 
Municipal leik 
Township of arlboro 
197 Tuwn hip Drive 
Marlboro. 077 6 

R : OF THE 
M CO , 

TIJ 
J · 0 

O. 20l9-l.ffi 

Dear M . ln.nco: 

fay I. 2 l 

M RJ BORO, 
THORIZIN , 

AGREEMENT WITH E 

e, Jersey atural Ga$ C m])M)' ' JNG") hereby accepts 1c lcnn nd 
prov l I ns of the franchise con enl grantc:d by th<! Town.ship of Marl oro on Apri l 11. 
2019, wld h~ y agrees to b bound by the terms a11d p visions thereof. ce R soh.1t1 n 
No. 2 19-146 (the "Resolution'') oe in enclosed. 

N G \ ·11 ubinit the Resolution to the c Jc:r. y B--0artl o Public Utili ·c: (th 
"BP ") for pprovnl and provide you with advauc · notice of the BP hearing on this 
matter. 

AG:jg 
Enc lo ure 

_12599 

Ale Gouzalez., sq. 
i uu, t General ounscl 
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Exhibit C: 
Hearing Notice 
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Al New Jersey 6.A• Natural Gas 

nv F.T.F.CTRONT<' MAU , 

Township of t\lnrlboro 
197 To~~nship Dri 
M:irlboro. J 07746 

M:irion t\.bsnick. led, of the Iloard 
111n ulll umy B ·t d offrooh lo 

onm ,ul11 unty HaU ofR ord. 
One , t Mn in Street 
P.O. Box 1255 

a1ristin an.Ion. C u11ty Cler 
Monnm tukt:l Y.n·d 
33 ... . 
Frccbol 1 0772li 

Jul • • 20 

RF..: In the Mauer of t be Petition of 'ew .Jer'l4! N 111ml Gw Com pany for the ppro :d 
of a !\lunidpnl Fr nchi:se in (he Town.shi p of l,trlboro, l lomnouth ounlr 
BPl Dockl'I 'o. El0030l32 

D r th Parti Add cd: 

Pllt'SMIII I . . s of ~ 4 :2- Na1llr:,J s Company 
') Im pp · Jen . · Bollfd of l\tlil ard") · Of approval of lhc 
p of ,fa \'fl. hip RcsoluJi n whi h grnntcd N~ , 
on lo co i I gns servi ip u pro,rided in said 

R oluJ ion. Plc-11.q , :ird h:u R l ugnsl 17, Cl :ll IO:tlOam-12:.. I pm S , 
11s the dnlc and lim ns 111 Hc:iring. Due lo tJ1 ( 0\ ID-19 poodmiic. lhi 
~!unic ipal onst:nl Heming will b a Zoom. n,.: Zoom lo '-in inform ution is as fol.lows: 

M, as. istnnt. uMn fastuca i tJ1e700111 m ling <1rg:i ni7.a-. 7.oom m ling invitnlion 
wi ll he 11 10 y u in adwn -0flhc sclicdulcd La for th· Municipal ·onscnt H ariog. Y u ar~ 
wc: lcom lo prutic ipatc: in the 7,oom meeting lo pui . our vi 011 th record if you !¾I desire:~ 
Also, noii o f lh he:i:ring i posted on lh ompnny'11 web ~it , ajng.com. so intc:.-e!<lcd 
mem b.:rs of the: publi • m.1y vie, lb b arin g. 

AI-:D:sf 
.:n·ice List 


